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The Structuralism Method Used by North American
Sinologistsin the Study of Chinese Poetics

Xu Baofeng

Abstract: Structuralism is one of the most commonly used methods in the second half of
the 20th century in analyzing language culture and society. It is naturally used by the North
American Sinologist in the field of study of Chinese poetic thoughts. From the 70’ s to the early
90’ s Sinologists like Yu&Kung Kao Stephen Owen and William Nienhauser cited structuralist
theories and used structuralist methods in their study of Chinese literature and literary theory
which has greatly influenced the perspective and angle of sinological studies in the long run.
Combining structuralist method with empirical research in their studies of Chinese literary
thoughts those north American Sinologists thus produced an awareness of the breakthroughs of
the old conclusion from new problems.
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